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Ed Matthews Is the Real Deal 
Will Be Accountable to the People; Not the Special Interests 

 
(St. Paul, Minnesota) – The first and only debate between 4th District Congressional 
candidates Ed Matthews and Betty McCollum was held tonight at Hamline University.  
Matthews had accepted many previous invitations to debate, but McCollum agreed to 
participate in just this one.  KSTP wanted to televise the debate, but McCollum refused to 
participate if that were the case.  Nevertheless, voters were treated to a spirited debate 
that demonstrated the differences between career politician McCollum and CPA 
Matthews. 
 
“It was an honor to respond to questions from concerned citizens.  We should have more 
debates like this,” Matthews said. 
 
Matthews was quick to point out that despite the challenges of high food prices, high gas 
prices, and the impending expiration of the tax relief, McCollum spent her time co-
sponsoring a bill that would take away a worker’s right to a secret ballot in union 
organizing elections.  “I agree with George McGovern that the card check bill is ‘a 
disturbing and undemocratic overreach not in the interest of management of labor,’” 
Matthews said.  “I will stand up for the hard working men and women in the Fourth 
District.  I will lead the fight against this un-American bill.”  Matthews noted that, “Betty 
has accepted over $800,000 from large labor unions and, based on her co-sponsorship of 
the card check bill, it appears as if the unions are getting a good return on their 
investment.”   
 
“Folks are concerned about the corrupting influence of money in politics.  In Betty’s 
case, their worst fears have been realized,” Matthews pointed out.  “The large labor 
unions have bought McCollum’s support for a bill that would demolish the cornerstone of 
our democracy – the right to a private ballot,” Matthews continued.  “In Congress, I will 
be accountable to the residents of the 4th District and not the special interests,” Matthews 
concluded. 
 
Matthews also announced his plan for earned citizenship for immigrants who serve at 
least two years in the Armed Forces or Peace Corps.  “Brave Hispanic men served with 
my grandfather in World War II and earned their citizenship when they came home in 
victory.  We should offer the current generation of immigrants a similar opportunity,” 
Matthews said. 
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While Matthews demonstrated a strong grasp of the issues, McCollum was simply naïve.  
When she stated that she doesn’t think that voter fraud exists, nearly all of the audience 
expressed vocal opposition in utter disbelief.  Since the debate was not broadcast on 
network television, the Matthews campaign will personally distribute video of the debate 
to all interested parties including all media outlets covering the 4th district race. 
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